
Prof Philip McGOWAN (Phil) is Dean for Engagement and
Internationalisation in the faculty of Science, Agriculture and Engineering
at Newcastle University (UK), and chairs the university’s Sustainable
Development Goals Committee. This committee was established to
harness the university’s diverse work across the 2030 Agenda for
Development and that encompasses learning and teaching, research,
partnerships for impact and engagement, as well as the university’s own
operations. He co-chairs the Association of Commonwealth University’s
‘Higher Education and the SDGs’ network.

Prior to joining the university in 2013 Philip worked in international
conservation carrying out fieldwork on threatened species and
developing capacity building activities, largely in Asia. He now works in
science-policy and especially on the conservation status and extinction
risk of species, and how best to stem declines and losses, supporting the
Convention on Biological Diversity as it develops a new ‘global
biodiversity framework’ from 2020. This work contributes to SDG 15 in
particular, but also other targets in other Goals.
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